
 

 

VACCINATION PROTOCOLS 

 

DOGS 

For dogs we advise regular vaccination against the major common canine infectious 
diseases which can be devastating and are frequently deadly. The most frequently 
occurring of these diseases are Parvovirus and Leptospirosis.  

For the most comprehensive way to protect your dog we use Nobivac vaccines made by 
MSD.  

We use DHP which protects against Distemper, Hepatitis and Parvovirus and L4 which 
protects against four strains of Leptospirosis as our standard vaccination.  

A puppy or previously unvaccinated dog has to be given two doses of DHP and L4, 
spaced four weeks apart. It is important to be as exact as possible on the four week 
interval for best protection. If a longer gap has elapsed, your puppy or adult dog will 
need a further dose to complete the course. Please be aware that the two primary 
vaccinations must be with the same brand of vaccine to guarantee an eJective immune 
response so it is possible that we would advise giving a full course of two vaccinations, 
even if your puppy has already had one vaccination. Certain black and tan dog breeds 
are more susceptible to Parvovirus infection and we might suggest a third vaccination 
for certain puppies, given four weeks after the second to help to ensure the best 
immunity for these dogs. 

Puppy vaccinations may be started from 6 weeks of age.  

Some clients and breeders prefer to give their dogs the L2 vaccine. We do keep this in 
stock if this is your preference but do recommend the better protection that the L4 
vaccine oJers.  

Dogs then require a booster vaccination every year lifelong to maintain their immunity. 
The first booster is DHP and L4. The following two years only L4 is required as DHP has a 
three year duration of immunity after the first booster. The third year is a combined 
DHP/L4 followed by another two years of L4 only and so on.  

 



For dogs that need to be vaccinated against Kennel Cough we use either an intranasal 
vaccine, Nobivac KC which protects against Bordetella (Bb) and Parainfluenza (Pi) or an 
injectable vaccine called Respira which protects only against Bordetella. For dogs 
having Respira injections we will add Pi to their standard vaccination protocol. There is a 
separate detailed section about kennel cough vaccination which provides further 
information.  

Rabies vaccination is required for pets that will travel outside of the UK. Nobivac Rabies 
is given as a single injection to dogs or cats aged 12 weeks or older. It can be given to 
animals as young as 4 weeks of age, but they must then have a second dose at 12 
weeks of age.  

Immunity lasts for 3 years but you do need to be aware for pet travel purposes that 
some countries require annual revaccination against Rabies. DEFRA has the most up to 
date information on countries’ requirements on their website. 

Canine Herpes Virus can cause fertility issues and problems in neonatal puppies. 
Vaccinations can be helpful and are generally given as one injection given either during 
heat or 7 – 10 days after mating and a second dose given 1 to 2 weeks before the 
expected whelping date.  

 

CATS 

Our recommended vaccination regime protects cats against Flu, Enteritis and 
Leukaemia. Leukaemia in cats is caused by a virus and can be spread between cats in 
blood or saliva. If your cat spends time outdoors and meets other cats it is a good idea 
to protect against Leukaemia. For cats that are indoors only and need vaccination in 
order to be able to go to a cattery protection against Flu and Enteritis only is usually 
adequate.  

For kittens or unvaccinated adult cats a primary vaccination course is required: 

Flu/Enteritis only: 2 injections required with a 3 to 4 week interval in between. The first 
dose may be given at 8 to 9 weeks of age, with the second dose from 12 weeks of age. 
An annual booster injection is required to maintain long term immunity. We use Nobivac 
Tricat Trio.  

Flu/Enteritis/Leukaemia: 2 injections given 3 to 4 weeks apart with the first dose at 8 
weeks of age or older. Annual boosters are required lifelong to maintain immunity. The 
first annual booster is a combined Flu/Enteritis/Leukaemia booster then the following 
two years can be Flu/Enteritis only with a combined booster again the third year and so 
on. This is because the Leukaemia vaccine has a three year duration of immunity and 
we therefore ensure that your cat does not receive unnecessary vaccinations.  We use 
Nobivac Tricat Trio and Nobivac FeLV. 



 

Please be aware that the primary vaccinations must both be with the same brand of 
vaccine to ensure eJective immunity. If you kitten or cat has already received a 
vaccination with a diJerent brand of vaccine, we would advise restarting the course.  

 

RABBITS 

Rabbits are vulnerable to infection with Mxyomatosis and Viral Haemorrhagic Disease. 
We advise protecting them with Nobivac Myxo-RHD plus which protects against 
infection with Myxomatosis and RHDV1 and RHVD2.  

Vaccination may be given from 5 weeks of age but to ensure full duration of immunity it 
is advisable to wait until 7 weeks of age, when maternally derived antibody levels have 
reduced.  

An annual booster vaccination is required lifelong to maintain immunity.  

 

 

 


