INFORMATION ON NEUTERING
CATS

Let’s start with the easy ones! Cats reach sexual maturity from 6 months of age
onwards. Female cats when they come into season will keep cycling frequently unless
they are mated. A female cat in season will often roll around and be quite vocal - it can
often seem as if they are in pain or distress. Male cats will often start to spray urine
around the house when they become sexually mature and can start to roam and fight
with other cats.

We advise neutering cats when they reach 6 months of age. This should ensure that they
avoid any chance of unwanted pregnancy or sexual behaviour. We can carry out
neutering from 12 to 14 weeks of age if it is necessary in individual cases.

Cat spays are typically done by a flank incision - this is an incision made on the side of
the cat. There are certain breeds of cat whose coat can change colour after clipping for
surgery —typically cats with coloured points such as Siamese. A midline approach can
be made instead for these cats if required and can be discussed with you.

All cats have to be microchipped by law now. If your cat has not yet been
microchipped, while they are under anaesthetic for neutering provides the perfect
opportunity to have this done.

Current prices : Cat Spay £120 (includes Metacam to go home with and Buster
Collar)

: Cat Castrate £80

: Microchip £18.50

DOGS

Dogs are a little bit more complicated! At one time it was widely accepted that male and
female dogs should all be neutered at 6 months of age. This meant that they had not
reached sexual maturity so it eliminated sexual behaviour and risk of pregnancy.
However, studies have now shown that there are many factors to be taken into



consideration such as the effects of hormones on skeletal growth and behaviour. As
such we would advise that where possible a female dog should have at least one
season before being spayed. Male dogs should ideally be at least a year old before being
castrated and large breed dogs should ideally be at least 18 months old. Some breeds
like dachshunds may be more likely to experience intervertebral disc disease if
neutered so a risk vs benefit assessment has to be made.

There will always be situations where some clients feel that they can’t wait until the
perfect age to have their dog neutered - they may have male and female dogs living
together, a young male dog may be very sexual towards family members or other dogs,
personal circumstances may mean that they cannot manage a female dog in season.
Whatever the issue, please talk to us if you need to consider neutering at other times
and we will work with you where possible.

Some male dogs rely on having some testosterone in their system to maintain confident
behaviour. Neutering an anxious male dog can resultin increased anxious behaviour
and even fear aggression. We will discuss your dog with you and if there are concerns
about fearful behaviour we might suggest delaying or avoiding neutering altogether.

Hormone implants are a relatively recent introduction to the veterinary field. These
Suprelorin implants are placed under the skin and release hormones slowly over 6
months or 12 months, effectively causing chemical castration. As the implant wears
out, the castration effect wears off so that castration has been temporary. These
implants can be very useful as a trial in dogs where we are concerned that their
behaviour could change adversely after castration. Implants can also be useful to
temporarily ‘castrate’ a male dog while waiting for a female dog to have a season and
avoid unwanted pregnancy.

Current prices 4.7mg Implant (6 months of duration) £119.76

9.4mg Implant (12 months of duration £219.52

Dogs are castrated under general anaesthetic via a small incision made just in front of
the scrotum. We try where possible not to use stitches in the skin that have to be
removed; usually we hide them under the skin. We advise using a Buster collar to
prevent your dog licking the wound as this can caused infection and delayed healing.
Dogs should be given light exercise only on a lead until 10 days post op and until they
are given all clear at their check up.

Our castration prices include Metacam to go home with, a Buster collar and post op
check(s).



Our current prices are <10kg £200, 10 — 20kg £225, 20 - 40kg £250, >40kg £275

Female dogs are generally spayed by having their ovaries and uterus removed via an
incision made in midline of their abdomen. Sometimes, especially in young dogs, the
ovaries only are removed and the uterus left in place. It is important that female dogs
are kept rested after their spay surgery to allow to abdominal wall to heal fully. Over
strenuous activity can cause the wound to break down. They can go for gentle lead
walks, but strenuous activity must be avoided for 2 weeks after the procedure. If your
dog is very excitable, we do have calming supplements that can help or medications to
keep them relaxed while they are recovering.

We advise the use of a Buster collar or medical pet shirt to prevent trauma to the wound
while it is healing. We tend to avoid placing sutures in the skin where possible, but the
wound can still be damaged or become infected by licking.

Our bitch spay prices include Metacam to go home with, a Buster collar and post op
checks.

Our current prices are <10 kg £250, 10 - 20 kg £275, 20 — 40kg £325, >40kg £380

Rabbits

Rabbits can be very prolific breeders so if kept in mixed sex pairings or groups it is
important to consider neutering to prevented unwanted pregnancy. In addition, female
rabbits can have false pregnancies which can make them aggressive and are prone to
developing cancerous uterine tumours so spaying your rabbit is a really good way to
prevent this risk.

Male rabbits can obviously be kept together without risk of unwanted breeding but can
become aggressive towards each other once they reach maturity. Neutering can help to
control this issue.

However, neutering has to be weighed up against the risk of general anaesthetic in
rabbits. The risk of death under anaesthetic is higher in rabbits and small pets than itis
in dogs and cats. We always take the utmost care with your rabbits to try to ensure a
safe outcome from surgery but do have to make you aware of the risk.

Male and female rabbits can be neutered from 4 to 5 months of age.



Rabbit neutering includes Metacam to go home with and injectable medications at the
time of surgery to maintain gut motility.

Current prices are Rabbit Spay £180, Rabbit Castrate £110

Guinea Pigs and other Small Pet

Male guinea pigs can live together happily in pairs or small groups but unfortunately will
often start to become aggressive with each other when they reach sexual maturity.
Neutering before this behaviour develops is the best way to ensure happy relationships.

When guinea pigs are castrated, it is best to perform this via a smallincision into the
lower abdomen because if castrated in a more traditional approach via the scrotum
they can develop post operative abscesses. The abdominal approach reduces the risk
of post op infection and complication.

Female guinea pigs are also spayed via the abdomen. Female guinea pigs tend to live
together happily. A female guinea pig can be paired with a castrated male guinea pig
with no risk of pregnancy so there may be no need to consider spaying. However, they
can be prone to developing ovarian cysts so spaying may become necessary.

We rarely castrate other small pets but have on occasion needed to castrate or spay
rats, chinchillas, degus etc and we are always happy to consider these procedures and
discuss them with you.

As mentioned for rabbits, the anaesthetic risk is higher for guinea pigs and other small
pets. We will always take the utmost care of your pet, but have to make you aware of the
risks.

Our current prices are Guinea Pig/Small pet Castration £95, Spay £120. Both include
Metacam to go home with.

Ferrets

Ferrets are also a little bit complicated! Female ferrets are what is known as induced
ovulators. This means that when they come into season they will only come out of
season if they ovulate and this only happens when they are mated. A female ferret that
stays in season can become dangerously unwell. The problem is that spaying female
ferrets can lead to problems too! Spayed ferrets are at risk of developing adrenal gland
disease which can also be very serious. There are several options; an in season ferret
can be stimulated with a small probe to simulate mating and stimulate ovulation. This
has to be done carefully and is not a comfortable option for some owners. Alternatively,



a vasectomised male ferret can be allowed to mate with the female. This causes
ovulation and brings oestrus to an end, but vasectomy means that the male is not fertile
so will not result in pregnancy. The other option is to use a Suprelorin implant which is a
hormone implant injected under the skin of the ferret. It causes a chemical “neutering”.
There are 2 strengths —the 4.7mg implant last for 6 -9 months and the 9.7mg implant
lasts for 12 - 18 months.

Male ferrets can be castrated or have an implant to control male behaviour and to allow
mixed sex groups to live together without producing offspring. As described above, male
ferrets can also be vasectomised and used to manage the oestrus cycles of unneutered
females.

Current prices are Castrate £100.00, Spay £140.00, Vasectomy £140.00 and include
Metacam to go home with.

Suprelorin Implants 4.7mg £119.76, 9.4mg £219.52



