
 

 

END OF LIFE CARE. 

We all dread the loss our beloved pets.  Unlike in the field of human medicine, in the 
veterinary sector we have the choice to euthanase our pets.  Deciding to end the life of a 
pet is one of the most difficult times in the life of animal owners and we hope that the 
following information will help. 

HOW WILL I KNOW WHEN IT’S TIME? 

Many pet owners worry that they will not know when to make the decision to euthanase 
their pet.  It is a very personal decision for each family and each pet. 

The decision is usually made with the pet’s welfare and quality of life at its heart. 

Things to consider are: 

Can my pet eat and drink? 
Can my pet see and hear? 
Can my pet walk? 
Is my pet in pain? 
Is my pet able to rest comfortably? 
Is my pet enjoying day to day life? 
Can I cope with the current state/condition that my pet is in? 
 
Some of the answers to these questions will help some people decide to let their pet go 
early in the course of a disease to prevent suffering, others will decide to wait for longer, 
there is no right or wrong answer as long as your pet's welfare is at the forefront of the 
decision making. 
 
We are always happy to have discussions with you about when to euthanase your pet.  We 
will gently tell you if we think that your pet is struggling, but the decision will be yours. 
 
HOW WILL MY PET BE PUT TO SLEEP? 
 
- Generally, by an intravenous injection of a strong barbiturate drug. 
- We will usually place a cannula into your pet’s vein (normally a leg vein) through which we 
can administer the injection. 
- For many pets we will suggest giving some sedation first to minimise any stress during 
cannula placement. 
- The injection is fast acting and painless. 
 
 



DO I NEED TO STAY WITH MY PET? 
 
You may wish to be with your pet when he or she is euthanased.  The process is usually 
peaceful and we will do our very best to ensure this. 
 
If you do not want to be present, there is no pressure to be there.   We have to ask you to 
sign a consent form, after which if you wish to leave, we will ensure that your pet is cared 
for with the kindness and compassion that we would expect for our own pets. 
 
The decision to stay or leave is a very personal one and no judgement will be levelled 
whichever decision you take. 
 
If you have any questions ahead of the day, do please talk to us. 
 
WHERE WILL MY PET BE PUT TO SLEEP? 
 
We want you and your pet to be as comfortable as possible.  For some this may mean a 
home euthanasia.  We will always do our best to make home visits available during our 
normal working hours. 
 Out of hours care providers are generally unable to offer home visits and will require you to 
take your pet to the clinic to be euthanased. There is a company called Dignipets (please see 
link at the end of the document) who specialise in home end of life care who might be able 
to help in these situations. 
 
For others the surgery may be your preferred location.  Where possible we will make every 
effort to schedule euthanasia appointments at quiet times to minimise waiting times.   You 
and your pet may prefer to wait outside in your car or in our outdoor area. 
 
If you would prefer not to be in the building at all, we can perform euthanasia discretely 
outside or in your vehicle. 
 
Again, we would encourage you to talk to us so that we can work with your wishes. 
 
It is often comforting for your pet to have a blanket or bed from home to sit on and maybe 
some favourite treats. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS AFTERWARDS? 
 
If you would like to spend some time with your pet after they pass away, you are more than 
welcome to stay until you are ready. 
 
We will offer to make ink paw prints and or nose prints for you as a keep sake, we can also 
take fur clippings for you.   Some owners find these a comfort, for others it can be too 
painful a reminder. 
 
You may wish to take your pet home to bury after euthanasia. 
 



Alternatively, we offer pet cremation.   We will use PCS, a long established and reputable 
pet cremation company.    They offer communal cremation, where a group of animals are 
cremated together and the ashes disposed of, or individual cremations where each pet is 
cremated by itself.    If you wish, their ashes can then be returned to you. 
 
The link below will take you to the PCS website for more information: 
 
https://www.pcsonline.org.uk/ 
 
PCS collect pets for cremation on a weekly basis.   Your pet will be kept in cold storage at the 
surgery prior to collection.   Any ashes requested will be returned the following week. 
 
As an alternative, you may wish to take your pet to be cremated yourself at a more local pet 
crematorium.   There are two excellent facilities nearby, Holmes in Heaven at Sugnall or 
Coton Meadow near Whitchurch.  These are both small family run businesses offering 
sensitive and highly compassionate crematorium services.  They are also able to come and 
collect pets from the surgery or your home following euthanasia or death. (Please see the 
links at the end of the document) 
 
PAYMENT 
 
You will not be asked to pay for your pet’s euthanasia on the day.  However, some people 
prefer to pay in advance so that they do not have to think about it afterwards, the arrival of 
a bill several weeks later can be a painful reminder.   If you opt not to pay on the day, we 
will give you a call 48 hours later to take a payment over the phone. 
 
Please be aware that due to the costs incurred for individual cremations we do have to take 
payment for these services in full before your pet is transferred to PCS for cremation. It does 
not have to be done on the day, but your pet will not be cremated until payment has been 
made.  
 
PLEASE TALK TO US 
 
We hope that is will have answered a lot of your questions, but please feel that you can chat 
to us in the event that we have not covered something that you would like to ask.   As 
animal lovers and pet owners ourselves we understand how important it is to talk about this 
sensitive subject. 
 
If you feel that the time is coming to make plans for your pet, we will do our best to make 
sure that we make things as comfortable as possible for you and your much loved 
companion.  
 
Best wishes 
The Little Vet Company Team ❤ 
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