
 

KENNEL COUGH VACCINATIONS 

Kennel cough is used to describe infectious coughs in dogs. It can be caused by 
multiple diDerent organisms, two of the most common are Bordetella 
Bronchispetica (bacteria) and Parainfluenza (virus). 

The cough seen in kennel cough is a characteristic hacking cough, often followed 
by retching, where the dog may or may not produce some white froth. Some dogs 
are mildly aDected and recover over a few days while others can be really quite 
unwell and need treatment.  

Kennel cough can be transmitted directly from dog to dog or from objects that 
infected dogs have been in contact with. It is highly contagious and spreads very 
easily, especially amongst groups of dogs which is why most boarding kennels or 
daycare facilities require dogs to be vaccinated. Any dog that socialises with other 
dogs or uses shared facilities such as dog parks can be at risk of infection so it is a 
good idea to consider vaccination to protect your dog, even if he or she never goes 
to kennels.  

One of the most common ways to vaccinate against kennel cough is with an 
intranasal vaccine (drops of liquid squirted up your dog’s nose).  At The Little Vet 
Company we use Nobivac KC. This vaccine given annually confers eDective 
immunity against both Bordetella and Parainfluenza. Many dogs tolerate this well 
but some find it highly distressing and can become fearful and/or aggressive when 
having the vaccination done. It can also make them fearful of return visits to the vet 
surgery and head shy when having their mouth or face examined.  

There is an injectable vaccine against kennel cough which we are going to stock 
and oDer as an alternative to the intranasal vaccine. Respira protects only against 
Bordetella but this is perceived as the more important infectious organism in 
kennel cough. If your dog has not previously had any kennel cough vaccinations 
he/she would need to be given two doses of Respira – the initial injection and a 
second one four weeks later. They would then need an annual booster injection.  

If your dog has had a previous intranasal kennel cough vaccine then a single 
injection of Respira will provide immunity for a year and they would then have an 
annual booster injection.  



Protection against Parainfluenza (Pi) is thought to be less important than Bordetella 
but it is simple to add protection by adding the Pi vaccine alongside your dog’s 
standard annual vaccinations. We would recommend doing this for the best  
injectable protection against kennel cough.  

The Respira injection is slightly more expensive than the Nobivac KC intranasal 
vaccination.  

Prices are :  

• Intranasal KC £35.00 when given separately, £28.00 when given alongside the 
annual booster 

• Respira £39.00 per dose when given separately (£78 for primary course), 
£32.00 when given alongside the annual booster.  

• The Pi will be added to your standard vaccination at no additional cost so 
that a dog booster will still be £45.00 

We have tried to simplify this information but are very happy to discuss any of it 
with you if you need any clarification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


